
Brothers and Sisters of UAW Local 602: 
 
We have had many new members come into Local 602 this year. Several of these members have 
contacted me regarding payroll deduction of Union dues. I would like to clarify some general 
information regarding initiation fees and Union dues withheld from payroll checks by General Motors. 
 
Our UAW International Constitution sets the parameters for the initiation fee assessed to a new 
member, as well as the Union dues amount paid per month. Local 602’s initiation fee is $20.00. All dues 
are paid during the current month in the sum equivalent to two hours of straight time pay per month. 
 
Once General Motors Payroll receives your check-off card, they are able to process your Union dues 
deduction from your payroll check. In January, 2013, General Motors implemented a new payroll 
system, and the Local has encountered some minor dues issues during this transition. Please be assured 
that as soon as I’ve been aware of a dues issue, I have worked to rectify our member records. 
 
Per GM Payroll, there have been two changes in Union dues processing. First, GM no longer 
automatically sets up Union dues without the receipt of an authorization card. Second, they no longer 
automatically set up initiation fees when an authorization card is received. 
 
Dues are calculated in the week that contains the first Sunday of the month and deducted from that 
Friday’s payroll. They are withheld based on the status of that employee in the payroll system when the 
dues are calculated. Therefore, if a member is hired, transferred, or reinstated, and this information is 
received by Payroll after that first Sunday, they would have missed the deadline. 
 
Only upon receipt of their first dues deposit can the Local determine if a member may be delinquent in 
their dues and/or initiation fee. If money is owed, the Local will send in a request to General Motors to 
withhold the missed dues and/or initiation fee for this individual. It may take several weeks before a 
determination is made and the deduction is withheld from your payroll check. 
 
An initiation fee is assessed to all new members. Transferred members may have previously paid an 
initiation fee to the UAW. Upon receipt of a transfer card at Local 602, they may be eligible to waive the 
initiation fee paid to Local 602. In some circumstances, the member may be required to submit a refund 
voucher. 
 
Please contact me with any dues questions. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
 
 
Doreen Howard 
Financial Secretary 
517/372-4842 
financial@local602.org 
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